
Circular Textiles. Resilient Future.

Authors
o Nicole Espey (ITA - Institut für Textiltechnik of RWTH Aachen University, 

nicole.espey@ita.rwth-aachen.de)
o Prof. Dr. Thomas Mühlbradt (FOM University of Applied Sciences)
o Dr. Mohammad Chehadé (Center for Circular Economy, RWTH Aachen 

University)
o Marcel Völkoi (HumTec, Human Technology Center, RWTH Aachen 

University)

RETRAKT
Transforming the Textile Sector: From Linear to Circular

2.3 Billion
tons of waste worldwide

120 Million
tons of textile waste

1 Percent
textile recycling

EU Textile Strategy 2030
“Fast Fashion is out of Fashion”

Circular Economy
New Textile Legislation

New EU laws make circular economy mandatory for the textile industry. The research project
RETRAKT develops a procedure to implement the necessary transformation processes within
companies while actively engaging employees.
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